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Publishing in the field of dentistry, or dental medicine, in
the Republic of Croatia, particularly at the University of Za-
greb, has shaped and followed the development of the pro-
fession for more than half a century. A distinguished place
belongs to the scientific and professional journal Acta Stoma-
tologica Croatica (ASCRO), which maintains this tradition
of continuity and responsibility. This year ASCRO is cele-
brating sixty years of uninterrupted publication.

Founded in 1966, during a period of intensive develop-
ment of university education for dentists, ASCRO emerged
from a clear need within the academic community for its
own scientific forum. It has become, and has remained, a
space for free scientific thought, professional discussion, and
publication of research results. Through its pages, generations
of teachers, researchers, and clinicians have developed pro-
fessionally and academically, and the journal has become a
lasting testimony to their scientific growth and contribution.

The vision and foundations of the journal were estab-
lished by its first Editor-in-Chief, Zdenko Njemirovskij,
who led ASCRO from 1966 to 1989. His dedication, editori-
al consistency, and international openness enabled the jour-
nal to gain recognition beyond national borders at an early
stage. During his stay in the United States, in 1968, ASCRO
fell temporarily under the editorial responsibility of Danko
Niksi¢.

Following the unexpected passing of the founding edi-
tor, the leadership of the journal was taken over by Vladi-
mir Lapter (1989-1995), an eminent expert in scientific and
professional publishing and author of numerous scholar-
ly works. His tenure was marked by continuity and further
strengthening of professional standards.

A significant step toward international affirmation was
made during the leadership of Goran Knezevi¢ (1996—
2006), when bilingual publication in Croatian and English
was introduced and an International Editorial Board was es-
tablished. These developments opened ASCRO more fully to
the global scientific community.

Since 2000, the journal has been led by Hrvoje Brkié. At
the very beginning of his mandate, ASCRO was incorporat-
ed into the open access system, thus providing online access
to scientific articles that is free of charge and reusable to us-
ers worldwide. Through the consistent application of inter-
national peer-review standards and criteria of scientific ex-
cellence, the journal has been indexed in the most important
global databases, including Scopus, thereby further confirm-
ing its quality and relevance.

Izdavacka djelatnost u podrucju stomatologije, odnosno
dentalne medicine u Republici Hrvatskoj, a osobito na Sveu-
¢ilistu u Zagrebu, oblikovala je i pratila razvoj struke tijekom
vise od pola stolje¢a. U tom kontinuiranom i odgovornom
radu posebno mjesto pripada znanstveno-stru¢nom ¢asopisu
Acta stomatologica Croatica (ASCRO) koji ove godine obilje-
zava Sezdeset godina neprekinutog izlazenja.

Osnovan 1966. godine, u razdoblju intenzivnog razvo-
ja sveuciliSnog obrazovanja stomatologa, ASCRO je nastao
zbog nasusne potrebe akademske zajednice da ima vlastiti
znanstveni forum. Bio je i ostao prostor slobodne znanstvene
misli, struénih rasprava i objavljivanja rezultata istrazivanja.
Kroz njegove stranice oblikovale su se generacije nastavnika,
znanstvenika i klinicara, a ¢asopis je postao trajno svjedo-
¢anstvo njihova stru¢nog i znanstvenog sazrijevanja.

Viziju i temelje ¢asopisa postavio je njegov prvi glavni
urednik Zdenko Njemirovskij koji je ASCRO uredivao od
1966. do 1989. godine. Njegova predanost, urednicka do-
sljednost i medunarodna otvorenost omoguéile su ¢asopisu
da ve¢ u svojim prvim desetlje¢ima stekne prepoznatljivost
izvan nacionalnih okvira. Tijekom njegova boravka u Sjedi-
njenim Americkim Drzavama 1968. godine, urednicku duz-
nost privremeno je obnasao Danko Niksié.

Nakon iznenadne smrti prvog urednika, odgovornost
za uredivanje ¢asopisa preuzeo je Vladimir Lapter (1989. —
1995.), vrsni poznavatelj znanstveno-stru¢nog publiciranja
i autor mnogobrojnih stru¢nih djela. Njegovo je urednicko
razdoblje obiljezilo ocuvanje kontinuiteta i daljnje jacanje
profesionalnih standarda.

Snazan iskorak prema medunarodnoj afirmaciji ostvaren
je u mandatu Gorana Knezevi¢a (1996. — 2006.) kada je uve-
deno dvojezi¢no objavljivanje radova na hrvatskome i engle-
skome jeziku te osnovan Medunarodni uredivacki odbor. Na
taj nac¢in ASCRO je postao otvoreniji i dostupniji globalnoj
znanstvenoj zajednici.

Od 2006. godine do danas ¢asopis vodi Hrvoje Brkic.
Ve¢ na pocetku njegova mandata ASCRO je uklju¢en u su-
stav otvorenog pristupa, ¢ime je osigurana potpuna i be-
splatna dostupnost svih objavljenih radova. Dosljednom pri-
mjenom medunarodnih recenzentskih standarda i kriterija
znanstvene izvrsnosti ¢asopis je uvrsten u najvaznije svjetske
baze podataka, ukljucuju¢i Scopus, ¢ime je dodatno potvr-
dena njegova kvaliteta i relevantnost.

Otvoreni pristup, kao suvremeni standard znanstvenog
izdavastva, pridonosi vecoj vidljivosti i dostupnosti istrazi-
vanja, potice transparentnost i eticnost znanstvenoga rada



Open access, as a contemporary standard in scientif-
ic publishing, enhances the visibility and accessibility of re-
search, promotes transparency and ethical conduct in sci-
ence, and accelerates the dissemination of knowledge. In this
context, ASCRO operates according to the principles of Di-
amond Open Access, a model in which neither authors nor
readers bear publication or access costs, and publishing re-
mains in the service of both the academic community and
the general public.

Sixty years of continuous publication stand as a testa-
ment to the stability, dedication, and responsibility of all
who have contributed to the journal—editors, editorial
board members, reviewers, authors, and collaborators. The
steady growth in manuscript submissions, increasing cita-
tion rates, and advancement in international rankings reflect
a sustained commitment to excellence.

Today, as we celebrate this significant anniversary, we
may proudly affirm that Acta Stomatologica Croatica is not
only a chronicle of the development of Croatian dental medi-
cine, but also an active participant in contemporary scientific
discourse. By upholding quality, international collaboration,
and open access to knowledge, ASCRO continues to fulfill
its fundamental mission—to serve as a reliable and enduring
scientific platform for the benefit of the profession, the aca-
demic community, and society as a whole.

Editor-in-Chief
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te ubrzava prijenos znanja. U tom kontekstu ASCRO da-
nas djeluje prema nacelima dijamantnoga otvorenog pristu-
pa, modela u kojemu ni autori, ni ¢itatelji ne snose troskove
objavljivanja ili pristupa, a izdava$tvo ostaje u sluzbi akadem-
ske zajednice i javnog interesa.

Sezdeset godina kontinuiranoga izlaZenja potvrda je sta-
bilnosti, predanosti i odgovornosti svih koji su sudjelovali u
stvaranju Casopisa — urednika, ¢lanova urednistva, recenze-
nata, autora i suradnika. Rast broja zaprimljenih rukopisa,
povecanje citiranosti i napredovanje u medunarodnim rangi-
ranjima svjedoce o trajnoj teznji prema izvrsnosti.

Danas, kada obiljezavamo ovu znacajnu obljetnicu, s po-
nosom mozemo istaknuti da Acta stomatologica Croatica nije
samo kronika razvoja hrvatske dentalne medicine, nego i ak-
tivan sudionik suvremenih znanstvenih tokova. Ustraju¢i na
kvaliteti, medunarodnoj suradnji i otvorenosti znanja, AS-
CRO nastavlja ispunjavati svoju temeljnu zadacu, a to je biti
pouzdana i trajna znanstvena platforma na dobrobit struke,
akademske zajednice i drustva u cjelini.




